The mode of union between the uterus and the placenta, and the reciprocal exchange of blood between the mother and the foetus, have long excited the attention of anatomists and physiologists. Neither, however, have 
giving us clear ideas of the structure of these parts, nor of the manner in which the functions that depend upon them are performed. When the discovery of the circulation of the t We give the translation of M. Lauth's paper, for the purpose of affording ' our readers an opportunity of comparing it with that of Dr. R. Lee, which we | published in our number for July 1832, p. 71. Dr. Granville lately declared, at the Westminster Medical Society, that M. Lauth's paper was an "anticipated U translation" of Dr. Lee's. We maintained then, and we still remain of tlie same opinion, notwithstanding Dr. Granville's "Parallel," (Lancet, March 23,) that i there is no more similarity between these papers than must necessarily exist / when two persons describe the appearances of the same thing which Notwithstanding the most minute examinations, I could not discover these two portions, unless the term uterine placenta is applied to that portion of the membrana decidua to which the placenta has become adherent, and which, after its more or less complete separation from the uterus, is expelled with the placenta, the external surface of which it covers. The formation of the membrana decidua in the uterus before the descent of the ovum into that viscus, and even independently of its descent in cases of extra-uterine pregnancy, proves that it is a production of the womb, and that, though the placenta subsequently forms adhesions with the decidua, it ought not to be considered as forming a body with it, or as constituting its uterine portion. As to the cells which are described between the uterus and placenta, or in the uterine portion of the latter, where the arteries terminate, and where the veins arise to absorb the blood there effused, I have never been able to discover them, notwithstanding the attention with which I have made my examinations. The circumstance which may have given rise to the belief of the existence of these cells is the occasional formation of extravasations of the injected matter between the two organs; but these extravasations arise from the separation of the placenta and the membrana decidua, and the rupture of the vessels which unite it to the uterus; and they are sometimes so extensive as to leave the placenta adhering to the uterus by its edges alone. And it is also pro-blood is elaborated and accommodated to the wants of the foetus as it passes through the liver, where it appears to receive an arterial character.
On the other hand, the lymphatic radicles grafted upon the vessels of the placenta terminate in the uterine vessels, and serve to remove from the blood of the foetus the materials which are no longer useful, or which might become injurious to it, and to convey them into the venous system of the mother.
Certain arguments also tend to support this opinion. 
